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Budget Expenditure and Income Source Report: 

 
 

 
Legislative 

Appropriation 

 
Funding Leveraged 

from Other Sources 

Total Expenditures 
on Approved 

Education Programs 

Legislative 
Appropriation % of 
Total Expenditures 

 

Personnel 186,981 200,952 387,933 48.2% 

Travel 15,000 <1,704> 13,296 112.8% 

Materials 20,000 4,160 24,160 82.8% 

Production Costs 8,000 20,268 28,268 28.3% 

TOTAL 229,981 223,676 453,657 50.7% 

 

 

 

2017 – 2018 Total Services Provided 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Services Provided: 

 Districts | Charter Schools | Schools | Home School Students | Instructional Hours | Teachers | Students 

      18                         8                   123                           30                                    413                      1,556         30,681 
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Description of Services Rendered Through POPS: 

PERFORMANCES: Ririe-Woodbury annually offers 10-14 fully-produced FREE matinees in theaters of three 

different programs for students.   
 

Free Student Matinees at the Rose Wagner Performing Arts Center and Regent Street Black Box: 

This year, we presented Student Previews for high and middle school students at dress rehearsals.  Students who 
arrived at the Rose Wagner Performing Arts Center or Regent Street Black Box for a dress rehearsal were 
provided with select commentary on what they were seeing from the Company’s Education Director.  This 
experience, along with an informative Teacher’s Guide that the Company provided for each matinee, gave 
students and teachers a language to help them better appreciate what they were seeing and a way to formulate 
their own questions.  The Teacher’s Guide was sent to each teacher one to two weeks prior to the performance.  
Teachers used the pre-performance lesson plans in their classrooms to prepare each group for the performance.  
This program has become so popular that we added another performance last year, which means our matinee 
series has grown from one per show to three matinees per show over the last three years. 
 
 

 

Ririe-Woodbury performs to over 5,000 youth in FREE matinees of Elements/Elementos with Spanish narration 
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Capitol Theatre Student Matinees: 

The Company presented a fully-produced children’s show, which is staged each year at the Capitol Theatre 
because it can accommodate more students.  This year we performed ELEMENTS/ELEMENTOS, which included 
Tensile Involvement (1953), a work of American treasure and master of multimedia, Alwin Nikolais.  Nikolais' 
work has influenced some of the most notable dance companies and choreographers around the world and 
engages children.  You and The Space Between (2014), a returning favorite by Company alum Miguel Azcue, 
which utilizes a live video feed that defies gravity in a mesmerizing exploration of space and time, was another 
inspiring dance presented in ELEMENTS/ELEMENTOS. 
This year we revisited the script from last year’s performance of ELEMENTS and made it completely bilingual, 
thus the title change to ELEMENTS/ELEMENTOS.  Education Director Ai Fujii Nelson and Outreach Director Juan 
Carlos Claudio narrated in English and Spanish as they interacted with each other and the audience members.  
Our mission to provide dance education opportunity for everybody, including Spanish speaking demographics, 
seemed to gain momentum because of this performance.  Noemi Hernandez, the District Arts Coordinator from 
Granite school district was in the audience to see one of the matinees.  After watching ELMENTS/ELEMENTOS 
and approving of the quality of our performance and our effort to reach out to more diverse audiences, Ms. 
Hernandez offered to help us bring our performances into the Granite School community for the upcoming 
season.  This was one of the many new connections we made because of our effort to bring bilingual narration 
into our education activities this year.  We strive to stay relevant, involved, accessible, and engaging to the 
diverse students in Utah, regardless of their age, ethnic background, and gender.  

Moreover, the repertories performed in ELEMENTS/ELEMENTOS connected with curriculum subjects through all 
the elementary school grades and offered a great opportunity for exploration and discussion on what was seen 
through the use of the teacher’s guide.  For example: 
 
 

Ideas for classroom activities inspired by the dance Tensile Involvement by Alwin Nikolais: 

Explore the elements of geometric or architectural shapes in space for connection to math. 

With follow the leader and side by side dancing skills under their belts, now students are ready to work with a 
dance prop.   Put students in pairs, and provide each pair with a long rope or string and make a loop.  It should be 
long enough for both students to fit inside the loop, standing comfortably with enough personal space between 
each other.  By changing how and where you hold the rope in space, create two geometric shapes (A and B) with 
your partner.   You can think of it as a giant “Cat’s Cradle”.  The shape of the rope can be horizontal, upside down, 
even twisted, but try to keep them simple.  Then shift your attention to your body and create interesting body 
shapes to go with each of the A and B geometric shapes.  Are your bodies inside or outside of the rope?  Or 
overlapping?  What is the relationship of your body to the shape of the rope?  Some body parts can be parallel, 
perpendicular, or cross the line of the rope.  Perhaps one partner is outside and the other partner is inside the 
rope.  Is there a way to hold the rope with other part of your body than just your hands?  Once you are solid with 
A and B geometric shapes with body shapes integrated, share with the class.  Then go back to your group and 
figure out an 8-count transition that connects the two separate positions.  What kind of exciting transition can 
you create?  Do you move quickly or slowly?  Decide with your partner.  See if you can go from A to B, then back 
to shape A.  Put on fun music and have a showing.  You can then try the same problem with three or four people 
(longer rope would be necessary). 
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Exploration of geometric shapes with Tensile Involvement at three FREE youth matinees at Capitol Theatre for over 5,000 students 

 
Explore the element of Time  

Explore very slow time and very fast time.  What kind of a time person are you?  What is your natural timing?  
Are you nearly always late for things, or always show up early?  You might be both or somewhere in the middle.  
Do you talk quickly, or slowly? 

Move your arms as quickly as you can … keep moving them.  Now try regular speed.  Then feel the extremely 
slow speed.  Experiment moving your head, legs and torso in slow and quick time.  Can you move a body part to a 
rhythmic pattern?  Have one student clap a steady beat or a rhythmic pattern, which s/he can repeat and others 
try moving to it (Connection to music). 

Stand and sit as quickly as you can.  Then do both sitting and standing as slowly as possible.  Make a little bit of 
choreography about sitting and standing.  If you share these standing/sitting dances with another person and 
combine them together you could be making a standing/sitting-friendship dance.  

 
A Third Grade teacher from Sunrise Elementary in Canyons school district gave us positive feedback after 
attending ELEMENTS/ELEMENTOS: 

“It was a sight to behold. Loved the connections created to elements both in dialogue & with the creative 

dances. We were so appreciative of this performance. It was captivating & related to our age group” 

 
We always receive creative drawings from students to confirm how strong the impressions of the dancers are 
imbedded in the children’s minds (see examples on page 20).  We are one of the few organizations that create 
fully-produced performances specifically for elementary age students.  Our 50 years of experience in doing this 
allows us to use our insight and understanding to enhance the quality with each new show.  Over 3,500 children 
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and teachers attended ELEMENTS/ELEMENTOS, while 1,450 middle and high school students and teachers 
attended fall and spring matinees.  In many ways a fully-produced show with professional dancers in a state of 
the art venue serves as the culmination of what we view as an interconnected program of dance education.  
Students arrive at the theater as critic-patrons of the art form they have encountered and participated in earlier 
during other in-school program components. 

 

Education and Outreach Directors demonstrate and narrate in Spanish and English for FREE youth matinees 

 
Performance Demonstrations in Schools 

Our in-school, interactive performances are created to illustrate the instrument and medium of dance, which are 
the BODY and MOVEMENT, made up of the elements of SPACE, SHAPE, TIME, and ENERGY. These very spirited, 
interactive and entertaining performances are the best way to introduce the Company dancers to a school, 
allowing the dancers to directly connect with the students.  It is highly motivating for a professional dancer that 
the student saw on stage (or will see later) as a real person who teaches the student about dance.  Students are 
much more eager to partake in an activity once they have seen a demonstration that includes student 
participation.  The in-school interaction allows for flexibility in a more intimate setting, and the program can 
easily be changed to meet schools’ diverse schedules.  This more direct and informal format allows students to 
interact with the narrator and individual dancers while making personal connections to dance.  Finally, the 
professional quality of Ririe-Woodbury dancers brings a new level of excitement to the learning process and 
enthusiasm for the novelty in an otherwise regular school day.   

This school year, we incorporated more Spanish language in our performance demonstrations in order to make 
our education programs more accessible to the increasingly diverse student population in Utah.  Some keywords, 
including the Company motto “Dance is for everybody” or “La danza es para todos” as well as the elements of 
dance, “Spacio”, “Tiempo”, “Energia”, and “Forma”, were narrated in Spanish during the performance 
demonstrations.  The result was very powerful and positive, as you can read in the feedback below.   
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“Your assembly is the best we've ever had.  Often assemblies do not include performers who are 

representative of our student body, and they are difficult for our students to comprehend (meaning the 

performers do not scaffold enough).  We loved your assembly.  It is the perfect length, highly engaging, it 

involves students emotionally and physically and it is bi-lingual.  It is the first bi-lingual assembly we have 

ever had.  And the performers are diverse and representative.”  Nicole O'Brien, Principal, Rose Park Elementary 

and Community School.  3/9/2018 

 

“Angel has been a very difficult student in the classroom.  He has been struggling with his academics so 

much this year.  He is also usually very restless and unable to sit still for a long time.  Today during your 

performance, I couldn’t believe how engaged he was... I don’t think he moved a muscle the whole time! 

 Especially when the dancer Bashaun Williams entered the stage, his face lit up and he looked so happy – I 

have never seen him like that.  Thank you so much for coming to our school!“  Mrs. Platt, Sunset View 

Elementary / Provo school district.  11/13/2017 

 

We have also realized that the positive outcome was not limited to the high number of Spanish speaking 
students.  For example, when we visited Juab school district where there might not be quite as many Spanish 
speaking students as Salt Lake School district, students still seemed to enjoy and appreciate the bilingual aspect 
of the performance demonstration very much.  This confirmed our belief that, after all, schoolchildren love 
learning a new language or acquiring new knowledge about dance.  They are very open-minded people who are 
eager to learn.  We are observing that this bilingual aspect of our education activity effectively provides 
additional college and career ready education for K-12 students.  Through our arts-in-education program 
presented in bilingual format, we hope to provide young students with a bigger picture of the world beyond their 
school campus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESIDENCIES  

School Residencies are the core of Ririe-Woodbury’s in-depth education program for elementary students and 
encourage students to experience, explore, create, perform, observe, critique, and become aesthetically literate.  
We accomplish this though performances, performance demonstrations, creative movement classes and 
choreographic work.  The Company collaborates with participating schools to determine schedules and needs.  
Our dancers prepare for residency work with yearly training to help develop and improve their teaching skills.  
Formal and informal follow up discussion and evaluations are encouraged from faculty and principals of 

 

Performances Provided: 

    Districts       Charter Schools      Schools     Instructional Hours       Teachers       Students 

          13                        4                         56                         49                          1,101           22,592            
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participating schools.  The creative work inherent in the arts develops character and strengthens life skills; both 
physical and emotional development is enhanced as well as self-discipline, self-confidence, thinking and creative 
problem-solving skills and cooperation.  Individual connections within communities and with the world are 
nurtured.  When designing educational programs the Company goal is to maximize student learning.  Experiences 
in dance are from 2 to 18 hours of instruction per student.  Classes involve concepts from the Utah Dance Core 
Curriculum as follows: MOVING dance technique and building bodily skills; movement EXPLORATION; 
INVESTIGATING and applying the possibilities of time, space, and energy; CREATING dances and studies, and; 
CONTEXTUALIZING with discussion and analysis of class work and performances.  

 

 

Elementary School Residency 

 
 
Kids In Motion Residencies in Elementary Schools 

Kids In Motion is a two-week residency that includes a full suite of activities, in which the entire school is involved 
in at least part of the program, and at least one “core” class designated by the school receives in-depth 
instruction on a daily basis.  Activities involve three classes per day for eight days taught by the Company dancers 
to schoolchildren of any age and ability.  Also included are a performance demonstration by the Company, a 
student performance by the participating classes for all or part of the school and invited family members, a 
teacher workshop, a parent/child evening, and a visit to a fully produced show at the Capitol Theater.  The 
dancers also collaborate with core teachers to help them expand instructional skills.  Schools participating in this 
year’s elementary residencies were: North Star Elementary (Salt Lake district), Rose Park Elementary (Salt Lake 
district), Parkview Elementary (Salt Lake district), Backman Elementary (Salt Lake district), Parley’s Park 
Elementary (Park City district), and Bryant Middle School (Salt Lake district).  

Feedback from teachers of participating schools includes: 

“Previously, Dylan went to kindergarten through third grade at the Utah School for the Deaf and Blind. 

Dylan has been in a mainstream classroom in a public school for just over one year.  During this dance 

experience, Dylan was able to work and communicate with a partner, a team, and the entire class through 
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movement… I think his ability to be physically lifted up by his peers was a great symbol…even for his 

classmates to remember that one way we support Dylan like we did in the dance, is to make sure we show 

him we care about his ideas.” Ashlee Ekins, M.Ed., 4th Grade Educator, North Star Elementary, Salt Lake District, 

Title-1 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

High School Choreography Residencies 

Each Ririe-Woodbury dancer is partnered with at least one high school a year in order for the students to 
produce a piece of original choreography for use by the school’s dance company or program.  The dancers work a 
minimum of fifteen hours at the school, preceded by several hours in preparation and training.  The High School 
Choreography Residency is our best example of collaboration with Ririe-Woodbury dancers and teachers. There is 
much co-planning for the choreographic project, which becomes a part of the high school dance company 
concert.  The choreography must be suited to the needs and abilities of the school dance program, while 
auditioning of students to appear in the choreography is a collaborative effort.  The dance teachers and students 
love that this program is available to them. The high caliber of work that a professional dancer/artist/ 
choreographer contributes enhances the quality of their student company concerts.  This year, the following high 
schools were served: Davis High School (Davis district), Granger High School (Granite district), Lone Peak High 
School (Alpine district), West High School (Salt Lake district), Cyprus High School (Granite district), and Mountain 
View High School (Alpine district).  To encourage better communication and effective and productive 
relationship, we revised our new agreement form between Company dancers and the high school teachers this 
school year.  

“We have had a guest chorographer from Ririe-Woodbury come work with my students for many years. It is 
such a rewarding experience for many reasons. Primarily, I love the works they have generously set on my 
students…The process as well as the product are always exceptional. Beyond the choreography, I find it 
incredibly important to have my high school students connect to the professional world of dance beyond 
the walls of our building, their studio classes and their limited view of dance. It opens their eyes to what is 
going on in the community and the world.”  Adeena Lago, Dance Educator, Granger High School (Granite district) 

 

Kids In Motion Objectives: 
 

 Involve the whole child in an in-depth dance experience as observer and participant, creator and 
critic 

 Understand and articulate the elements of dance 

 Help implement and extend the State Core Curriculum for Dance in schools where Ririe-
Woodbury Dance Company teaches 

 Build community between the Ririe-Woodbury dancers and students, parents, teachers, and 
school administrators 

 Work together with POPS dance organizations in accomplishing the three-year and seven-year 
plans 

 Encourage community collaborations whenever possible 
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Student Performance at end of an In-School Residency  

High School Choreography Residency Objectives:  
 

 Offer high school students technical training in dance 

 Provide high school students the experience of working in the creative process with a 
professional artist 

 Assist students in developing and rehearsing choreography they can perform as part of their 
company repertoire 

 Assist dance programs in providing in-depth experiences following the Utah Dance Core 
Curriculum with primary focus on Creative/Choreographic Processes and Meaning 

 Build stronger relationships with area high school dance educators and their students 

 

Total Residency Services Provided: 

    Districts       Charter Schools      Schools     Instructional Hours       Teachers       Students 

          5                            0                        13                        234                         194  3,490 
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RURAL TOURING  

We created opportunities to visit five school districts located in remote areas: Cache, Juab, Nebo, Iron, and 
Washington, in order to deliver our education programs to those most in need.  We were particularly excited to 
visit all three schools in Juab district that hadn’t received a contemporary dance group at their schools in the last 
three years.  We served over 7,900 students and 380 teachers in the remote areas this year.  It is our goal to 
provide as much in-depth exposure as we possibly can fit into our outreach schedule, where we get to have the 
face to face/hands-on time with students in rural communities.  Setting up a successful tour into isolated and 
underserved school districts requires effective communication and creativity to meet very specific needs, which is 
not the simplest task.  Despite logistical challenges, we are delighted to have achieved as much rural outreach as 
we did this year because we believe that all Utah schoolchildren deserve the benefits that the arts can provide.  
These tours included interactive performance demonstrations, creative movement classes, and teacher 
workshops. 

 

Coverage: Three dance companies - Children’s Dance Theater (CDT), Repertory Dance Theater (RDT), and Ririe-
Woodbury Dance Company (RW) - along with Ballet West, have designed a cooperative plan to serve every Utah 
school district every three years.  As a collective, we serve schools by providing at least one of the following: an 
in-school performance demonstration, movement classes, a teacher professional workshop, or formal 
performance, which are all appropriate for K-12.  Due to the large number of Wasatch Front schools, we have 
limited our focus as a group to the elementary level in the Salt Lake Valley.  At the end of 2015, the three modern 
dance companies and the ballet accomplished their goal to serve every Utah elementary school that was willing 
to accept a program during a period of 10 years.  CDT, RDT, and RW are now concentrating on scheduling Arts-In-
Education activities in the schools that have not been served.  This plan requires continuous communication and 
yearly group assessment and collaboration to stay on track toward accomplishing the 3 year goal to visit every 
school district and 7 year goal to serve every school in the state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORKSHOPS 

Move-it Summer Workshop 

Ririe-Woodbury continues to offer summer workshop for intermediate/advanced level students, including 
qualified high school dancers.  The two-week intensive explores modern dance technique, improvisation, 
choreography, repertoire, media practice in dance, creative process, and elective classes in integrated ballet, 
dynamic practice, or yoga.  The workshop concludes with a public showing of a new work performed by the Ririe-
Woodbury dancers as well as choreography by workshop participants.  The classes run 9 am - 4 pm weekdays.  

 

Tours Provided: 

    Districts       Charter Schools      Schools     Instructional Hours       Teachers       Students 

             5                        0                         27                     19                               387              7,930 
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Also, during the last few years we have included lunch time forums on various days throughout the workshop 
weeks.  Last year featured Co-Founder Joan Woodbury talking about the history of the Company, Executive 
Director Jena Woodbury sharing her vision on running and touring a successful professional dance company, and 
Education Director Ai Fujii Nelson presenting her knowledge about education outreach programs.  We will 
continue to look for ways to help young, aspiring professionals in any way we can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Workshop 

 

Ririe-Woodbury offers a one-week intensive workshop devoted specifically to high school and junior high school 
dance teachers.  Classes are taught daily from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Rose Wagner Performing Arts Center.  
This past summer 21 Utah dance educators attended.  We also reach out to dance educators who work in private 
studios, college and universities, as well as new dance educators awaiting hire. Educators can receive State re-
licensure credit for the workshop.  

Our evaluations from the workshops are resoundingly positive, with comments like:  

“Fabulous! It motivates me to get excited to teach another year.” 

“I have many ideas that I will take back to my students. I have a new bag of tools for the school year. “ 

“I enjoyed discussions, brainstorming, making connections with other teachers…” 

“I really appreciated the time to discuss the Utah State Core.”  

 

Participants were particularly enthusiastic about the Teacher Forum where they could exchange ideas for lesson 
plans and new teaching ideas.  Ririe-Woodbury Education Director Ai Fujii Nelson, University of Utah Assistant 
Professor Molly Heller, as well as Natalie Desch, a modern dance faculty at both Utah Valley University and 
Westminster College, taught and inspired the participants the whole week with a variety of lesson plans.  We also 
had Tom Welsh from Florida State University teach a wonderfully informative conditioning class.  Additionally, in 
the evaluation of our program, the participants expressed how much they appreciated the in-depth discussion 
about how to approach, understand, and implement the State Core.  

Move-it Workshop Objectives:  
 

 Expose students to a range of contemporary dance fundamentals and special topics 

 Expose participants to some of the most innovative, forward-thinking contemporary artists 
working in the fields of dance and theater 

 Offer students the opportunity to choreograph, rehearse, and perform with skilled workshop 
faculty members 
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With national professional and teaching credentials, guest teacher Natalie Desch demonstrates for a Teacher Workshop 

 

Winter Teacher Workshop in Collaboration with Repertory Dance Theater  

This year we collaborated again with Repertory Dance Theater for September and January Teacher Workshops.  
The September workshop was held in Spanish Fork, and the January event in Salt Lake City.  Both workshops 
provided not only opportunities for new learning and productive discussion, but also continuation and follow-up 
to our summer events.  The educators had a chance to share the successes and challenges up to that point of the 
school year.  The 5-hour Professional Development opportunity provided a short movement session, composition 
class, and space for lively exchange of what is happening at each teacher’s school, communal brain-storming and 
problem solving for each other.  Ririe-Woodbury and RDT jointly offered re-licensure points for all Utah dance 
educators who attended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Workshop Objectives: 
 

 Provide teachers with realistic, structured, non-threatening unique ideas on how to use dance in 
their classrooms or studios 

 Provide re-licensure points, USOE, and university credit to involved teachers 

 Provide networking and opportunities to share with other teachers 

 Provide opportunity to improve personal technical and creative skills 

 Provide exposure to innovative, contemporary guest artists and their craft 
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Young Dancers Summer Workshops 

Three sets of two-day intensive workshops for high school students are held each summer at the Rose Wagner 
Performing Arts Center.  Company dancers teach technique and a variety of elective dance classes each day from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., often with entire high school dance companies attending.  We strive to provide an 
extended opportunity for the most dedicated and ambitious young dancers with the option of taking all six days.  
In the summer of 2017, we had 219 passionate young dancers from 14 high schools in 6 school districts (Granite, 
Davis, Canyons, Jordan, Tooele, and Alpine), and 3 individuals taking all six days of our Young Dancer Workshop. 

    

  

Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company’s Young Dancer and Teacher Workshops 
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Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company’s Young Dancer Workshop 

 
 
Dancer Training Workshop 

Developing Ririe-Woodbury professional dancers as skilled and intuitive teachers of children is part of our 
mission.  A component to our professional training is our one-week workshop for Company dancers in creative 
teaching techniques for classroom children, which is taught by Education Director Ai Fujii Nelson.  During that 
week, dancers work with groups of children to teach; Ai Fujii Nelson, Juan Carlos Claudio, and other Company 
dancers observe and evaluate.  This July the Company is organizing a workshop called Step, Hop, Jump to work 
with some students from public schools as well as Youth Programming Organization for students in their after-
school programs as part of the process.  In addition, we will offer workshops such as basic teaching terms in 
Spanish, and percussion accompaniment for creative movement classes.  From in-depth discussion of the 

Young Dancers Workshop Objectives:  
 

 Provide high school students with intensive training in technique 

 Help high school students develop skills in the elements of dance 

 Bring aspiring dancers to a professional setting where they gain exposure to a dance environment 

 To reach out, connect, and build relationship with Utah high school dance educators and their 
students  
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philosophy and practice of creative teaching, the Company benefits as a whole.  As a result of learning different 
teaching styles and techniques, Company dancers leave the Company as able teachers of people of all age levels. 

  
Education Director Ai Fujii Nelson works with young students 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dancer Training Objectives: 
 

 Encourage dancers to develop their own teaching philosophy while understanding the teaching 
mission of the Company 

 Educate dancers about how to incorporate Utah Dance Core Curriculum into their teaching 

 Provide professional dancers the opportunity to improve children’s dance teaching skills 

 Provide dance training for children ages 4 - 12 
 

 

Total Workshop Services Provided: 

    Districts       Charter Schools      Schools     Instructional Hours       Teachers       Students 

          11                         7                        46                       120                             81                421 
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Three-Year Rotation to Charters and All Districts, Schools Served in Each District: 
 
DISTRICT 
 

 
2015 – 2016  

 
        2016 – 2017 
 

 
2017 – 2018 

(Projected) 
2018 – 2019 

Alpine 8 6 6 X 

Beaver 0 3 0  

Box Elder 1 4 0  

Cache 0 9 15  

Canyons 13 9 6 X 

Carbon 3 0 0  

Daggett 0 0 0 X 

Davis 12 10 4 X 

Duchesne 0 0 0 X 

Emery 2 4 0  

Garfield 0 5 0  

Grand 0 0 0 X 

Granite 25 19 33 X 

Iron 0 4 5  

Jordan 11 9 9 X 

Juab 0 0 3  

Kane 0 1 0  

Logan 0 0 0 X 

Millard 0 2 0  

Morgan 1 0 0  

Murray 2 5 1 X 

Nebo 6 6 11 X 

North Sanpete 0 5 0  

North Summit 0 0 0 X 

Ogden 0 2 1  

Park City 3 2 2 X 

Piute 0 2 0  

Provo 1 3 2  

Rich 0 0 0 X 

Salt Lake City 21 14 13 X 

San Juan 0 0 0 X 

Sevier 1 1 1  

South Sanpete 0 0 0 X 

South Summit 2 2 0  

Tintic 0 1 0  

Tooele 1 7 1  

Uintah 4 0 0  

Wasatch 0 2 0  

Washington 1 1 1  

Wayne 0 2 0  

Weber 0 5 3  

Charter 14 15 8 X 

Total Schools Visited 125 144 125  

Total Districts Visited 23 22 19  
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Summary of the Organization’s Self-Evaluation: 

Cost Effectiveness: Ending its 54th season, Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company utilized over 50% of its $1M 

budget and 40+ dancer weeks to deliver its Utah Educational Programs.  Eleven fully-produced Free student 
matinees were presented, three in the Capital Theatre because of its large seating capacity – allowing more 
students to attend, and cost efficiencies for the Company.  English and Spanish narration for some performances 
was incorporated this season, so as to be more inclusive for our growing Hispanic population – and to avoid 
additional Spanish narration matinees. 

Procedural Efficiency: In order to be more efficient and reach the maximum number of youth, Ririe-

Woodbury coordinates with district arts coordinators, principals, and teachers to create educational residencies 
and activities that are specifically tailored to the needs of the schools.  Prior to each student matinee at theaters, 
educational materials are provided to each school for advance preparation and post residency learning.  Since the 
1980s, the Company has maintained detailed records of each activity – including the number of students and 
teachers served, as well as grade level, school names, and school districts visited. These records and outcomes 
are consistently reviewed and evaluated in order to refine our programming for maximum effectiveness. 

Collaborative Practices: Ririe-Woodbury’s education program is strengthened by ongoing collaborations with 

school administrations, teachers, district administrators, parent/teacher organizations and community leaders. 
For example in this past year, we had a successful partnership with Discovery Gateway, though which we served 
school-aged children, their siblings, and their parents who came to the museum. We brought their families 
together in the creative and artistic activities during 5 workshops. The Education Director Ai Fujii Nelson also 
participated in Utah Museum of Fine Art’s ACME session in January 2018, where community members gathered 
to create a dance mash-up; mixture of different dance forms including Contemporary, Indian, and Spanish dance 
forms. The success of our educational outreach has been achieved through the mutual efforts of these 
contributors. We also enjoy a close association with the USBE and POPS organizations to assist in planning and 
facilitating our work in the schools as well as looking closely at the efficacy of our programs in a peer-review 
process. We continue to connect with other non-profits for support in the development of new ideas and new 
collaborative opportunities. This year we also collaborated with teachers and administrators in the Alpine, Cache, 
Canyons, Davis, Granite, Iron, Jordan, Juab, Murray, Nebo, Ogden, Park City, Salt Lake City, Sevier, Tooele, 
Washington, and Weber districts and faculty in arts education at Southern Utah University. 

Educational Soundness: Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company’s Education Program addresses the Utah core 

curriculum standards for dance with attention to the development of life skills through the creative process 
mandated by the Utah State Office of Education. We also conduct a 5-day dancer training workshop which 
develops teaching skills through in-depth dissuasion of philosophy and creative teaching practices and 
demonstration classes taught by master teachers. Our education programs and materials are internally 
monitored using the expertise of Company Co-Founder Joan Woodbury, as well as Education Director Ai Fujii 
Nelson and Outreach Director Juan Carlos Claudio. 

Professional Excellence: The U.S. Department of State and Brooklyn Academy of Music via DanceMotion 

USA invitation to tour South Korea and Mongolia the entire month of May 2018 is a momentous endorsement of 
our Educational Program.  This was by invitation, not application, and Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company was 
invited because of its educational work. 

“Artistry, intelligence and humanitarian ideals are the qualities of this dance company …  The commitment 

to families and education are values that we embrace in DanceMotion USASM and Ririe-Woodbury 

demonstrated those values and services in their work in Utah and on tour.”   Joseph V. Melillo, Executive 

Producer, Brooklyn Academy of Music 
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Education Director Ai Fujii Nelson, with years of experience as a professional dancer with several companies and 
as a dance educator with a degree, oversees our program.  She has taught extensively nationally and 
internationally, including the University of Utah, Utah Valley University, Weber State University, Salt Lake 
Community College, University of Auckland (New Zealand), New York University Tisch School of the Arts, Stanford 
University, Ballet West, Tanner Dance, Salt Lake City Ballet, Repertory Dance Theater, and Touch Compass Dance 
Company (New Zealand).  Ms. Nelson has also worked with students from over 50 elementary schools across the 
state of Utah as a creative dance teacher.  She uses her experience and knowledge in programming and executing 
the Company’s education activities for K-12 schoolchildren and maintains the high teaching standards of the 
Company dancers through annual dancer training workshops and regular mentoring.  Our dancer/teachers are 
full-time dance professionals and all hold university degrees in dance. 

The Resultant Goals and Plans for Continued Evaluation and Improvement: Ririe-Woodbury Dance 

Company continues to participate in POPS evaluations and in the development and improvement of our 
evaluation practices. We are also constantly considering new ways to use social media to solicit and receive 
immediate feedback on performances and other educational activities.  Additionally we continue to train and 
improve the teaching skills of dancers and are considering new strategies to reach children using new 
technologies- especially in the development of a new children’s show.  Also, for next season, we are planning to 
strengthen the Company dancer/teacher’s Spanish language skills which are applicable to dance lessons. We 
strive to stay relevant and responsive to increasingly diverse classrooms in Utah schools. 

Non-Profit Status: Ririe-Woodbury Dance Company is a non-profit 501(c) (3) organization; tax I.D. #87-0294341 

 

Children’s reactions from a performance of Tensile Involvement 
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